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FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMITS 
 
The City of Huntsville Zoning Ordinance, Article 62, Floodway-Floodway 
Fringe District Regulations requires that a floodplain development permit be 
obtained prior to the commencement of any land disturbance activity or any 
development or building activity, including filling, dumping, grading, or 
excavation within the Flood Hazard District.  Development is defined as any 
man-made changes to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, 
grading, paving, excavating, drilling, operations, or permanent storage of 
materials.   
 
The following information shall be furnished to the City Engineer in order to 
complete an application for a Floodplain Development Permit. 
 
1. Residential Single Family Structure on a Single Lot, Additions to 

Residential or Commercial Buildings, Alterations to Existing 
Buildings, Accessory Structures. 

 
a. Location of the proposed structure including name of subdivision, block, 

number, lot number, address if known, and distance of structure from 
property lines. 

b. Description of work; i.e., new construction, alterations or repair, filling, 
grading, accessory structure, temporary structure, etc. 

c. Project Cost 
(1) For new buildings, provide market value of new building after 

construction project is complete. 
(2) For additions and alterations to existing buildings, provide market 

value of existing building. 
(3) Provide Total Cost of Project, including all labor and materials. 
 

2.  Commercial/Multi-Family Structures 
 
All the requirements of single lot residential shown above and the following: 
a. Complete site grading and drainage plan. 
b. Erosion and sediment control plan. 
c. Show location of Floodplain, Floodway and Base Flood elevation as 

shown on Flood Insurance Rate Maps. 
d. Indicate proposed finish floor elevations of building(s). 
 
 

3. Grading and land disturbance and other activity 
a. Complete site grading and drainage plan 
b. Erosion and sediment control plan 
 
The City Engineer may wave the requirements of a site grading 
plan and drainage plan if work involves less than 200 cubic yards of 
material. 
 
4. The City Engineer will review the application and 

determine requirements that must be met to comply with 
the Floodway-Floodway Fringe District Regulations. 

 
The City Engineer will make the following determinations based on 
the application: 
a. Location of Structure:  Flood Fringe or Floodway 
b. Firm Zone 
c. Panel Number 
d. Firm Date 
e. Base Flood Elevation 
f. Minimum Finish Floor Elevation 
g. Elevation in which attendant utilities will be installed, including 

all heating and electrical equipment 
h. Type of flood protection method:  floodproofing or elevation.  If 

the structure is proposed to be flood proofed, the City Engineer 
will set the required floodproofing elevation. 

 
5. For existing buildings:  If the cost of the proposed 

construction equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of 
the structure, then the substantial improvement 
requirements will apply.  See City Ordinance for 
requirements. 

 
6. The City Engineer will review the building requirements 

with the Builder before issuing the Floodplain 
Development Permit. 

 
7. Upon completion of the building, the builder must furnish 

the City Engineer a completed elevation certificate before 
a certificate of occupancy is issued. 

 
8. There is no cost for a Floodplain Development Permit. 






